
THE BAOBAB AND GPLT PEACE BUILDING PROJECT 

In the ancient times the African communities came together to discuss in a peaceful and constructive manner, 

issues of common interest at the Baobab tree. At times the tree may also transform into a stage for 

performance and storytelling. In recent days has become a symbol of peace and reconciliation embodied in the 

belief that one can change, accept a compromise because it is what makes us human. 

 

It’s also a majestic tree with an impressive stature that casts cooling shadows especially during the dry season.  

 

Village life is regulated under the baobab tree: weddings, land disputes, a young man or woman’s good or bad 

behaviour, good or bad harvests, news from the parents of neighboring- villages, protecting the village from 

witchcraft, etc. 

 

Are the prohibitions that protect the village from various scourges (ex. drought, epidemics among others) 

respected? How does the village face a bad harvest collectively? That is why the village is thoroughly scrutinized. 

It is really the collective management of the village. This is how cohesion of the village community is assured. It 

is the same way that peace and harmony between inhabitants of the same village and neighboring villages is  

In what ways is this project unique and creative?  

- a way to accurately portray 

- applies to all areas of social life (holistic in nature) 

- local tribunal 

 

Former South African president Nelson Mandela himself saw the African Baobab as a “full-fledged democratic 

institution”. In his autobiography, he put forward the crucial role of assemblies in political life, affirming that “all 

those who want to talk will. It was democracy in its purest form.” 

What is the social value of this project 

“The baobab is a philosophical method, its roots deep and entrenched in peace and beauty, always avoiding 

foolishness and the destruction of humanity. Peace and beauty create what is truly essential for humans.” 

(below): 

 

The Baobab Tree is a mechanism that maintains peace, social order and social cohesion (instrument for crisis 

management and conflict at the heart of the community). It is a system of social control at the heart of 

communities that aims to weaken the following: drugs, smoking, alcohol, rural exodus, moral deprivation, 

witchcraft (followers are getting younger and younger), disputes and disagreements that are becoming more 

and more frequent between villagers who sometimes take justice into their own hands to escape corruption by 

officials, etc. Its fundamental philosophy is peaceful coexistence and self-monitoring of villages. 

 

In short, it’s the collective and democratic management of the village community to create and maintain 

coolness and shade, as well as humanity which is sometimes lacking in our urban deserts. 

 

 

 



What was the triggering factor of this project?  

The need to maintain social connections, respect cultural values, solidarity and social integration in 

communities. 

What is the business model of this project?  

The Baobab Tree is the lever for the social mobilization of villages’ economic development since it allows 

villagers to honestly debate their concerns and needs and to find solutions to develop their village themselves. 

Beyond that, it lets people think about the path for economic development in all sectors of economic life (a 

place to imagine innovative economic projects). 

 

So is the GPLT peace building project 

 

 

 


